Who wants to be a

Millionaire
W

hen Hubert Humphrey talks money, it’s
not a game of chance. The backbone of
his billion-dollar business is sheer
brilliance.
Backed by two decades of
phenomenal success in financial services
(he played a major role in revolutionizing the industries of life
insurance and securities), Hubert’s marketing smarts give new
meaning to the old adage: “Where there’s a will, there’s a way.”
Today, his World Leadership Group, gearing up to go global as
it approaches its fifth year, is spreading the wealth to thousands
and thousands of people from all walks of life who, like Hubert,
aspire to bigger, better
things.
“You have two choices.
You can either shrink your
dreams to fit your income,
or you can make a change,”
said
Hubert,
whose
leadership legacy continues
to grow through WLG. “If
you’ve got the dreams, we’ve
got the vehicle.”
Specializing in mortgages
(Global Equity Lending),
real estate (Global Realty
Marketing) and assets under
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professional money management (Financial Leadership Advisors,
Inc.), WLG recruits entrepreneurial-minded associates who want
to achieve financial independence. The company offers an
incredible support system from comprehensive training and
cutting-edge technology to motivational rewards like luxurious
getaways and diamond-studded jewels – all in an environment
charged with energy, enthusiasm and excitement.
“It takes leaders with vision to help people with dreams,” he
said. “The greatest rewards in my business life have been from
helping other people achieve tremendous success.”
His goodwill toward fellow man extends far beyond the
corporate world. The WLG Foundation was created by the
Humphreys to assist those
in need. It has since
provided immediate relief to
families devastated by
Hurricane Katrina and
extended a helping hand to
My House, an Atlanta
facility that cares for babies
who have been abused,
neglected and abandoned.
“The most noble thing in
the world is leadership,” he
said. “That’s why we call our
company World Leadership
Group.”
www.southernseasons.net

THE FORMAL DINING ROOM IS CROWNED WITH A
SCHONBEK OLD WORLD STYLE CHANDELIER, CUSTOMMADE IN A POLISHED GOLD FINISH WITH STRAUSS
CRYSTALS. THE TABLE WAS HANDMADE TO SEAT 20 AND
THE CHINA CABINET IS FILLED WITH WATERFORD
CRYSTAL. THE 19TH CENTURY GILDED FIRE SCREEN
FEATURES ORIGINAL NEEDLEPOINT.
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Did somebody say

Dream

Home?
The Estate of Norma & Hubert Humphrey is a testament
to high achievement. It’s a breathtaking showplace,
created by and for a remarkable couple who are living
the great American dream – times ten!

S T O RY B Y E I L E E N G O R D O N F R E E M A N
Hubert and Norma met in the third grade in their hometown of
Macon, Georgia. They were true childhood sweethearts, and
sweethearts they still are. Today, living the great American dream in a
sprawling European-style estate, this down-to-earth couple is anchored
by their faith and their family, which includes more than a dozen
grandchildren (who must surely think that visiting their grandparents
is like going to Disneyland). Welcoming all to share in their
achievements, the Humphreys open the doors of their grand home to
friends and colleagues alike. Their estate, named Le Revé (French for
“the dream”), also serves as dream central for Hubert’s numerous
companies, all built from the ground up with an energy (and apparent
fearlessness) that have made him several fortunes. He challenges his upand-coming superstars to live as well – or better – than he does.
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HUBERT AND NORMA HUMPHREY.

T

he creation of the Humphrey estate was a labor
of love for Hubert and Norma, who were both
actively involved from start to finish. As a
couple, they harmoniously blended Hubert’s
opulent taste with Norma’s homey touch. The
result is a state-of-the-art showplace and a
wonderfully livable home. “If it had been up to Hubert, we’d
have gilded the entire house,” Norma said with a laugh,
standing in the formal dining room with subtly gilded molding.
“I hate living in a home that’s much smarter than I am – and it
is,” Hubert said. “It’s an adventure. I love things that stimulate
me and get me excited every day when I wake up. We’re vision
stretchers, and we want to keep stretching people’s vision. I
know that’s what caused us to make a change in our lives – our
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vision got stretched.” Their sense of humor
followed them around the house, adding to the
charm of such an engaging pair.
The Humphreys’ design team assembled
expert craftsmen from around the world to
handcraft the architectural appointments in each
room of the house, embracing centuries of classic
design elements. Though the infrastructure of
the home’s security, electronics and utilities is as
high tech as it gets – complete with multiple inhome computer systems that monitor dozens of
areas inside and outside of the estate – the
grandeur of this incredible place is all that is
apparent to the naked eye. It is a one-of-a-kind
dream home in every way imaginable.

ARCHITECTURAL EXCELLENCE
Set on 90 of 150 rolling acres with brushstrokes
of brilliance, the Humphrey Estate is a flawless
execution of form and function. (The remaining
60 acres are being developed into 22 magnificent
2-5 acre estate lots to be available by year-end.)
While the exterior elevation appears
symmetrical, the four-story home was cleverly
constructed to allow ground level access from
each floor. A number of the rooms, including
Norma’s office and the Gold Guest Room, are
beautifully illuminated by the sunlight, with
soaring windows on three walls. The fact is that
the view from every window, porch, terrace and
veranda in the entire home is spectacular. This
home was designed for the land, and the land
was designed for the home.
The fully-manicured acreage, including the
lawns surrounding the home, are equally
amazing feats of design, created by world-class
landscape architect Joe Gayle, who worked
closely with architect Norman Askins and
PREVIOUS PAGE: THE FORMAL LIVING ROOM IS EXQUISITELY REGAL, FEATURING A 19TH
CENTURY CRYSTAL CHANDELIER AND SCONCES FROM A FRENCH ESTATE, A PAIR OF 19TH
CENTURY EUROPEAN PAINTINGS BY LISTED ARTIST VICKERS, AND A FLEMISH TAPESTRY
PLACED ABOVE A MIRROR TO CREATE THE TRADITIONAL LOOK OF A TRUMEAU. ATHENS
ARTIST JILL BISKIN PAINTED THE MURAL IN THE ROOM, REFLECTING NORMA’S FAVORITE
FLOWER AND COLORS. THE MAGNIFICENT WINDOW TREATMENTS MADE BY KAY WYATT OF
3W DESIGNS, WHO DID ALL OF THE DRAPERY IN THE HOUSE, REQUIRED 150 YARDS OF
EMBROIDERED SILK FABRIC AND ANOTHER 200 YARDS OF TRIM. THE MAHOGANY
SECRETARY AND SEVERAL OTHER SHOWPIECE FURNISHINGS ARE REPRODUCTIONS FROM
THE ALTHORP COLLECTION OF THE 9TH EARL OF SPENCER, PRINCESS DIANA’S BROTHER.
ABOVE: THE GREAT ROOM IS APPOINTED WITH IMMENSE PILLARS WITH CORINTHIAN
CAPITALS WHICH SUPPORT THE CEILING SEVERAL STORIES ABOVE. THE FLOORS OF THE
ROOM AND ADJACENT HALLS ARE IN A PARQUET DE VERSAILLES PATTERN, CREATED BY
ROMANIAN CRAFTSMEN WHO INLAYED EACH INTERLOCKING PIECE OF OAK BY HAND.
AMONG THE OTHER TREASURES HERE ARE TWO HAND-CARVED 22K GOLD LEAF
CHANDELIERS IN MEDECI STYLE BY PAUL FERRRANTE AND AN OIL PAINTING BY ITALIAN
ARTIST CORRODI, TITLED “THE ROMAN AQUEDUCTS AT SUNSET.” THE LARGE SCALE OF
THE ROOM COMFORTABLY ACCOMMODATES THE HUMPHREYS’ FAMILY AND FRIENDS,
WHILE THE INTIMATE SEATING VIGNETTES MAKE IT COZY FOR JUST NORMA AND HUBERT
TO ENJOY.
RIGHT AND OPPOSITE PAGE: THE GREAT ROTUNDA, ONE OF TWO MAGNIFICENT STAIRCASES
IN THE HUMPHREY HOME, IS AN ENORMOUS CIRCULAR STAIRCASE APPOINTED WITH IRON
RAILS INCORPORATING THE FAMILY LOGO CREST. AT THE BOTTOM OF THE ROTUNDA IS A
STARBURST COMPASS, METICULOUSLY HAND-CRAFTED FROM HUNDREDS OF PIECES OF
NATURAL WOOD. THE DOMED CEILING OF THE ROTUNDA, DEPICTING A HAND-PAINTED SKY
VIEW IN SOFT BLUE HUES, CREATES THE ILLUSION OF LOOKING OUT A GLASS AND IRON
WINDOW. THE CENTERPIECE OF THIS GRAND ARCHITECTURAL SPACE IS A BRONZE
CHANDELIER FROM THE NAOS FORGE IN CALIFORNIA.
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builder Jerry Bonner in assuring that the
landscape was an extension of the home. He was
responsible for everything beyond the outside
walls, including the great lawn, the tiered
gardens, the security guard houses, the golf
course with an adjacent 4 1/2-acre lake, and the
English garden maze.
“The Humphreys were intimately involved in
every design aspect of the grounds as well as the
home. They wanted formality and elegance in
the look and function of the grounds,” Joe Gayle
said. “Their definitive ideas and requests gave me
a good direction in my master plan. From a
creative aspect, it was simply an incredible
project.”
The estate also boasts an amphitheater carved
into the earth on the east side of the home, part
of which converts to a lawn tennis court which
complements the additional sport courts;
Venetian-shaped and elliptical pools fed by the
convergence of two natural creeks on the
property; a pair of enormous spires topped with
bronze globes (symbolic of Hubert’s World
Leadership Group) that flank the front
elevation of the home; and the crown jewel of
the estate, a magnificent statue that is symbolic
of all of the leaders Hubert refers to as
“Modern-Day Alexanders.”
The lake by the golf course was designed to
reflect Hubert’s favorite holes (the 11th and 12th
greens) at Augusta National. It also serves as a
natural habitat for many varieties of fish. The
enormous great lawn in the back of the home is
lined with strategically placed trees which will
grow to create a natural arch over the area. The scenic scape is
majestically crowned with a folly that houses the service barn.
Two gardens on the grounds were designed especially for Norma.
One is a magnificent flower garden, located beyond the windows of
her personal office, that is appointed with charming bronze statuary
of children at play. It’s a peaceful place that celebrates her love of
family. The second is Norma’s garden orchard, where she harvests
fruits and vegetables for the family, who enjoy her home cooking
every Sunday afternoon. Holding fast to that fading tradition of
“home-grown” and “homemade,” Norma also has a cannery on the
lower level of the home. This amazing woman could be jet-setting
one day and making pear preserves the next.

DESIGNING WOMEN
For designers Suzanne Hulsey and Kathy Conkell, it was
important that the home reflect the taste, interest and lifestyle of
the Humphreys. Over the course of three years, the designers
frequently met with Norma to present fabrics, trims, colors, tiles,
sketches and furniture. They love telling the story of the time
they met with Norma at the construction site and had lunch in
her kitchen that was just a concrete slab and bare beams.
“We laid out the fabrics and sketches on the sawdust-covered
floor to see how the fabrics reflected the colors in nature viewed
8

ABOVE: THE GOLD GUEST ROOM, ONE OF SIX GUEST SUITES WITHIN THE HOME, IS A
LUXURIOUS RESPITE WITH RICH GOLDEN SHADES ILLUMINATED BY THE SUNLIGHT
POURING IN FROM THREE WALLS OF WINDOWS. THE SUITE ALSO FEATURES A PRIVATE
PATIO OVERLOOKING THE AMPHITHEATER ON THE NORTH LAWN.
ABOVE LEFT: HUBERT’S MASTER BATH IS REMINISCENT OF A LAVISH PARK AVENUE
GENTLEMAN’S HEALTH CLUB, WITH MAHOGANY CABINETRY AND PANELING AND
HEATED BLACK MARBLE FLOORS WITH INSET GOLD TILES. WITHIN THE MANY
ROOMS OF THE MASTER SUITE ARE THE ADJACENT HEALTH CLUB AND MASSAGE
ROOMS.
LEFT: THE FAMILY STAIRCASE IS A UNIQUE CREATION BY AN AMISH FAMILY OF
ARTISANS WHO, IN ONE CONTINUOUS OVAL SWIRL, HANDCRAFTED THE
BANISTERS AND RAILS OF THIS STAIRCASE, WHICH EXTENDS FROM THE MAIN
FLOOR TO THE ATTIC, PROVIDING ACCESS TO ALL FOUR FLOORS OF THE HOME.
ON THE FAMILY STAIR VESTIBULE IS A CIRCA-1870 FRENCH TRUMEAU IN OAK
WITH THE ORIGINAL LANDSCAPE PAINTING AND AN 18TH CENTURY FRENCH LOUIS
XVI BEAUVAIS TAPESTRY.

from her breakfast room window – colors she and Hubert
would enjoy every morning at breakfast,” Suzanne said. “This is
how the color palette began.”
The sensational shades used in the home look as if Norma has
just stepped in from her garden with an armful of blooms.
Rooms revel in brilliant sunflower yellow, rich terra-cotta, leafy
greens and stoney taupes, with accents of glorious poppy red
and deep scarlet. The colors change throughout the interior in
hue and intensity, just as they do in nature with each passing
season.
Hubert and Norma each have exquisitely designed master
Southern Seasons Magazine

bathrooms adjacent to their own closets. It would be an
understatement to call these “walk-in closets,” as they are
large rooms which have been perfectly appointed and
designed to make wardrobe storage and selection an art
form. Norma’s master bath is light, bright and airy with
lovely French-themed decorations from the hardware to the
surfaces. Her shower is a masterpiece with thousands of
mosaic tiles hand set to form a beautiful pattern from the
floor to the ceiling.

BELLS & WHISTLES
The actual stats on the Humphrey home are mind-boggling.
Perhaps the six guest bedroom suites and master suite are not
that unusual, but then there are the 21 bathrooms (in the main
house), two elevators, 10 fireplaces and 62 televisions.
“If we turn on every light and every faucet in the home and
flush every toilet all at the same time, everyone would be
without water and in the dark for miles around,” Hubert
quipped.
That’s not all. The 47,000-square-foot, 82-room house also
encompasses a health club, a one-of-a-kind model train room,
virtual golf room, movie theatre, corporate business suite with a
Continued on page 64
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RIDING THE RAILS
Hubert began his work life on the railroad. He and Norma had
married young and had a baby on the way; Hubert needed a good
summer job between his college years at Georgia Tech. He became
a flagman on the caboose on the Central of Georgia railroad. Come
fall, he never went back to school. Instead, he rode the rails for the
next 17 years. A tenacious reader and self-propelled entrepreneur,
Hubert long dreamed of building a business, with the desire to give
his family everything he could. Fascinated with the history of the
world’s greatest leaders, he began analyzing the attributes of
greatness. He found the right opportunity and left the railroad. One

successful venture led to another. He’s been prosperous ever since.
“The Train Room” in the Humphrey estate was a surprise gift to
Hubert from Norma, who commandeered the room for one year as
a team of expert craftsmen built a railroad replica of the railyards,
mainlines and depots where Hubert once rode the trains. Clueless
as to what his wife was up to, Hubert was not allowed to go into the
room nor question the workers coming out. One can only imagine
his amazement when he was finally led into this dreamlike creation.
This magnificent gift of love is a source of pride and joy for the
whole Humphrey clan.

WHERE’S FONZIE?
The 1950s diner located in the lower level of the Humphrey home
is entertainment central. Within this whimsical eatery appointed in
black, white and red – plus tons of shiny chrome – are pinball
machines and all the ecoutrements of a vintage soda shop. Hubert’s
colossal collection of memorabilia is showcased here, including
Muhammad Ali autographed silks and gloves, a baseball signed by
Babe Ruth, a Jackie Robinson autographed bat, and guitars
autographed by famous rock ’n roll and country music artists. The
diner also facilitates birthday parties for the grandchildren, with
Southern Seasons Magazine

refreshments served and prepared by family members.
Just around the corner are a few more places for fun and games,
namely a professional Brunswick two-lane bowling alley, a state-ofthe-art indoor golf course and a full-scale movie theater,
refreshment stand, marquee and box office. This personal cinema
with a 27-seat auditorium was engineered by LMI, an Atlantabased electrical contractor, and First Impressions Theme Theatres,
a Miami-based specialty firm of architects, designers and
manufacturers of custom entertainment environments.
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conference room, gentleman’s billiard room and
canning kitchen (for Norma). Hubert’s 10-car garage,
with beautiful terrazzo floors and ornate bronze and
crystal chandeliers, doubles as a ballroom. Norma has
her own oversized garage. Hubert’s collection of
automobiles is housed both on the estate and at a
nearby garage facility.
It’s no surprise that the security system here rivals
NASA. In fact, what guests don’t see at the Humphrey
estate is as amazing as what they do see. The level of
security is so high that if a squirrel hides a nut on the
property, the security team can find it. The monitoring
station off the kitchen, one of many on the premises,
gives the family an eagle-eye view of anywhere in the
house or on the property at any time. There’s no fear
of a power failure, thanks to massive, commercial
generators that could run a small city.

OPPOSITE PAGE: THE CROWN JEWEL OF THE HUMPREY ESTATE IS A
MAGNIFICENT STATUE THAT IS SYMBOLIC OF ALL OF THE LEADERS
HUBERT REFERS TO AS “MODERN-DAY ALEXANDERS.” WEIGHING IN
AT NEARLY FOUR TONS, THIS MAGNIFICENT BRONZE SCULPTURE WAS
CRAFTED IN ITALY TO THE SPECIFICATIONS OF THE HUMPHREYS AND
THEIR LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. THE SCULPTURE ARRIVED AT THE
PORT IN SAVANNAH THIS FALL AND WAS LOADED ONTO AN 18WHEELER FOR TRANSPORT TO THE HUMPHREY ESTATE,
ACCOMPANIED BY A POLICE ESCORT. ITALY’S CUSTOMS OFFICE
ACTUALLY HELD THE PIECE FOR WEEKS WHILE DETERMINING THAT IT
WAS NOT A NATIONAL TREASURE. THE SCULPTURE WAS INITIALLY
CARVED FROM STONE, WHICH WAS THEN DISSECTED TO MAKE
SEVERAL MOLDS FOR CASTING THE FINAL WORK IN BRONZE. THE
SYMBOLISM OF THIS HISTORIC LEADER ON HORSEBACK IS OF
SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE TO HUBERT, WHO HAS ALWAYS BEEN
CAPTIVATED BY THE WORLD’S GREATEST LEADERS.
BELOW: THE GOLF COURSE, WHICH HUBERT CALLS “HUMPHREY
NATIONAL,” FEATURES 18 HOLES AND FIVE MAGNIFICENT GREENS
LANDSCAPED IN ARTIFICIAL TURF THAT’S NEARLY INDISCERNIBLE
FROM THE REAL THING. THE HUMPHREYS’ SCULPTED LAKE MIMICS
THE LAKE ADJACENT TO THE 11TH AND 12TH HOLES AT AUGUSTA
NATIONAL. HUBERT LOVES GOLF AND CAN PRACTICE YEAR-ROUND
ON HIS INDOOR GOLF COURSE, A TECHNOLOGICAL MARVEL THAT
ELEVATES THE SPORT TO A SCIENCE.
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